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CHESTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – CITY HALL  

January 22, 2018, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Minutes 
 

Council Work Session – 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. – Public Forum – Strategic Planning 

 

Present: Mayor Pro Tempore Annie Reid; Council Members Betty Bagley, Angela Douglas, Carlos Williams, and Susan 

Kovas; Interim City Administrator Carla Roof and Payroll Clerk/Interim Clerk to Council Sylvia Young. 

 

Absent: Mayor George Caldwell and Council Members Linda Tinker, William Killian and William King. 

 

Call to Order: Mayor Pro Tempore Reid called Council Work Session meeting to order at 5:50 p.m.  

 

Mayor Pro Tempore request that Council brainstorm ideas and/or topics for discussion at Strategic Planning. Mayor Pro 

Tempore open floor to public for recommendation of items to add to the agenda for Council discussion at Strategic 

Planning Sessions.  

 

Jeremy Clark, Chairperson for CCEG, Chester Citizens for Ethical Government. Mr. Clark spoke in detail about funding, 

accounts, FOIA, leadership, ordinances and budget. Mr. Clark requested that his statements be entered in the minutes.  

Insert statements are as follows: 
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After a brief discussion, Mrs. Roof informed Council that Strategic Planning Session is scheduled on February 10, 2018. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Reid informed Mr. Clark that Council will take his comments under consideration, informational and 

they plan to take necessary corrective actions. No action was taken. With no further discussion, Mayor Pro Tempore Reid 

closed Public Forum at 6:00 p.m.  
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Chester City Council Meeting, January 22, 2018, 6:30 p.m.  

 

Present: Mayor Pro Tempore Annie Reid; Council Members Betty Bagley, Angela Douglas, Carlos Williams, William 

Killian, William King and Susan Kovas; Interim City Administrator Carla Roof and Payroll Clerk/Interim Clerk to 

Council Sylvia Young.  

 

Absent: Mayor George Caldwell and Council Member Linda Tinker.  
                 

Call to Order: Mayor Pro Tempore Reid called meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Prayer:  Councilwoman Kovas led in prayer. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Pro Tempore Reid and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Councilman Killian request that Council have a moment of silence for police officer killed in line of duty at York County.  

Council had a moment of silence for Detective Michael R. Doty that was killed in line of duty on January 17, 2018. 

 

Citizens Forum: Raymond Carter – Mr. Carter stated the following: on November 13th he came before Council and made 

a comment about a sheriff with no point intended; from November 13th until November 17th there was an incident that 

happened on Saluda Street. He said, “Let me start off by saying and I will make it very quick. I will not intend to call 

names but one of you called a family member and called my house to ask questions about what I have been saying. So, 

let’s take into consideration, I’m getting the people. The Chester Fire Department, Chester Library, Chester Ambulance, 

and Chester Family Court, which are county buildings, people are being barred from entering buildings because of what I 

have been saying. So now I guess some peoples conscious must be kicking in! Remember what I told you in November 

before these years, I’m in it until the end.”  No action was taken.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

 

Administrative – Councilwoman Douglas asked Mrs. Roof for the dates for the City Administrator interviews. Mrs. Roof 

responded that administrator applications will be forwarded to Council per drop box. City Administrator interviews will 

begin on Monday, February 5, 2018 at 4:30 p.m.  

 

Councilwoman Bagley asked about City Attorney applicants. Councilman King made a motion to hire Attorney Latonya 

Edwards as City Attorney. Councilman Killian seconded the motion. Councilwoman Douglas stated that Council have not 

collectively reviewed the agreement as a body. Councilman King amended motion to hire Attorney Latonya Edwards as 

City Attorney upon collective review of agreement. The motion carried with Councilwoman Bagley opposing motion.    

 

Fire – Report included within Council package.   

 

Human Resources – Report included within Administrative Report in Council package.  

 

Police Department – Report included in Council package.  

 

Public Works – Chapter 9, Building Codes in Council package.  

 

Recreation – Report included in Council package.  

 

Councilman King made a motion to accept reports as presented in Council packages. Councilwoman Bagley seconded 

motion. The motion carried unanimously.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Public Safety – Mayor Pro Tempore Reid informed Council that the Public Safety Committee had a meeting on Friday, 

January 19, 2018. She gave Council a detailed report from meeting including the following: 
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• First meeting with Chief of Police Eric Williams 

• Budget 

• Police Department uniforms changing to all black. 

• Figures available for the purchase of new vehicles. 

• Chief Williams seeking grants to purchase equipment for vehicles. 

• Going to electronic citations no more paper police citations be issued.  

• Street signs corrections, working with DOT.  

   

Public Works – October 18, 2017, December 6, 2017 and January 18, 2018 Minutes included in Council package. 

Councilman Williams reported to Council that the Public Works Committee had a meeting on January 18, 2018. 

Councilman Williams informed Council that the following items were discussed at January 18, 2018 meeting: 

 

• The State Building and Zoning Ordinances, non-profits do not have to have a permit to demolish and build homes 

(SC Code of Laws Section 40-59-30 and Section 40-59-260). 

• Harvest Call Ministries has compensated the City for the debris which was taken to the landfill. 

• List of street locations of properties located in City and Chester Count that Harvest Call Ministries is working on 

to demolish and rebuild. 

• Working on Fee Schedule for service that will be provided to Council upon completion. 

• Reginald McBeth, Public Works Director is in process of revising the current job description for the Public Works 

Director and Assistant Public Works Director. 

• Improvements to the Public Works facility.   

• Replacement of Chester County mobile homes at 564 Darby Road and Pinckney Road.  

• Chester County waived fees to help Harvest Call Ministries with projects.   

• Request that Council lift hiring freeze to fill three vacant job positions.   

 

Councilman King gave accolades to Councilwoman Douglas, Councilman Williams and Reginald McBeth for work well 

done.  

 

Recreation – Ad-Hoc Committee Reports – Councilwoman Kovas stated that the Kitchen Committee met on January 8, 

2018. The following items were discussed at January 8th meeting: 

 

• HVOC installed  

• Concrete pad  

• Plumber corrected technical plumbing issues 

• Reginald McBeth moving forward with project renovations. 

• Bathroom and floor renovations  

 

Councilman Killian reported to Council that the next Recreation Committee meeting is scheduled on February 9, 2018 at 

4 p.m.  

 

Councilman King made a motion to accept Committee Reports as presented in Council package. Councilman Killian 

seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMISSION REPORTS:  

 

Evergreen Cemetery - Councilwoman Douglas request that Mr. McBeth call an Evergreen Cemetery Commission 

meeting.    

 

Historic Preservation -  December 7, 2017 and January 4, 2018 Minutes included in Council package.  

 

Councilwoman Kovas made a motion to accept Commission Reports as presented in Council package. Councilman 

Killian seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. Councilman Killian commended Mrs. Roof for getting flowers 
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for Kim Grafton for the bereavement of his father. He expressed to Department Heads to notify Mrs. Roof of employee’s 

bereavement.   

                                 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Commission Appointments – Councilwoman Douglas made a motion to appoint Matthew Alexander to the Historic 

Preservation Commission. Councilwoman Bagley seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

     

Second Reading Ordinance 2018-01 Rezone 197 Columbia Street from Neighborhood Commercial (NC) to 

Residential R-10 – Mayor Pro Tempore Reid read aloud the Second Reading Ordinance 2018-01Rezone 197 Columbia 

Street from NC to R-10 to Council. Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to accept Second Reading Ordinance 2018-01. 

Councilwoman Douglas seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

  

Ladarius Wylie a National Hero – Councilman Williams – Councilman Williams recommended that the City needs to 

honor Ladarius Wylie a National Hero, and he asked Council to come up with ideas on how to honor Mr. Wylie a hero of 

the City of Chester.   

  

Harvest Call Ministries – Councilman Williams – No more discussion.  

         

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Approval to hire (Hiring Freeze) – 1 CDL Driver and 2 General Laborers – Public Works Committee – 

Councilman Williams made a motion to give Reginald McBeth, Public Works Director permission to hire one CDL 

Driver and two general laborers. Councilman King seconded the motion. Council and Mr. McBeth had much discussion 

about staffing. Councilwoman Bagley expressed her concerns about budget and finances. Oscar Baker, Finance Director 

stated that one CDL Driver would be alright to hire but uncertain about hiring two general laborers. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

   

Audit – Councilman Killian – Councilman Killian expressed his concerns about city budget and the need to bring 

someone in to help get books straight. Council took Councilman Killian concerns as information. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Reid entertained a motion that Council go into Executive Session to discuss a Contractual Matter – 

Public Works Department, Contractual Matter – Council, and Contractual Matter – Police Department. Councilman King 

made a motion that Council convene into Executive Session. Councilman Killian seconded motion. The motion carried 

with Councilwoman Douglas opposing motion. Council convene into Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. 

 

At 8:20 p.m. Councilman King made a motion that Council reconvene from Executive Session. Councilwoman Bagley 

seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. Mayor Pro Tempore Reid announced that while Council was in 

Executive Session they discussed a Contractual Matter – Public Works Department, Contractual Matter – Council, and 

Contractual Matter – Police Department. No action was taken. Councilwoman Bagley made a motion that Council 

authorize Mrs. Roof to terminate contract with Jay’s Lawncare Service and Palmetto Lawncare Service. Councilman King 

seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

With no further discussion, Councilman King made a motion that meeting adjourn. Councilman Killian seconded motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. Council meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

Sylvia Young  


